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Obama’s Intervention in the Japan-South Korea Final
Agreement on “Comfort Women” Issues: the Importance
of Two Major Think-tank’s Policy Papers
MATSUMURA Masahiro
On December 28, 2015, the Japanese and the South Korean governments
reached the final and irreversible agreement on “comfort women” issues
after a protracted diplomatic deadlock. This had impeded not only the two
countries’ bilateral security cooperation but also closer U .S . -Japan-South
Korea trilateral security cooperation. To remove the impediment, the
Barak Obama administration forcefully intervened in the Japan-South
Korea deadlock.
This study will first discuss the circumstances of severe politicization of
the “comfort women” issues in Japan and South Korea and President
Obama’s moves as related to the issues. Second, the study will analyze
underling U .S . strategic interests and Obama’s political stakes behind his
moves. Third, given that the Obama administration did not produce any
policy document on the issues, the analytical focus will be placed on two
policy papers of major independent think-tanks that seemed to have shaped
his policy on the issues. Last, based on the total analysis, the study will
conjecture near-future Japan-South Korea relations and the prospect for
bilateral security cooperation.
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